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Watershed Management programme in Sikkim 
 
         The concept of watershed development programme envisaged to make every village self 
sufficient in water as it is the vital component of livelihood, through the organized effort of the 
villagers themselves. It aims at the multi-pattern system of vegetation to maintain the quality and 
requires lesser external inputs. The producer gets unpolluted nutritious fresh food and 
uncontaminated water. It will help to uplift socio-economic condition of the poor villagers with 
sound health. In the course of implementation of the programme it requires to bring convergence 
with the other practices of the cropping pattern to combat with the ecology and climatic change 
which has shown its adverse effect in the recent past. Models of self sufficiency will be inducing 
enthusiasm in local creativity. When Gandhi asked Laurie Baker to build houses for the rural folks 
with local materials available within 5 km range, he could developed such a beautiful model of 
design and construction technology that even the urbanized rich people opted that model. 
Similarly, such concept be created to penetrate further to the other basic elements of livelihood 
like food and shelter vis-à-vis ecology and environment sustenance. Thus the watershed 
management programme covers the entire ambit of rural life and presents a better model life of 
poor villagers. 
 

All schemes of IWDP sanctioned prior to 1999 have now been saturated. During the last 
decade 25 projects have been sanctioned and are being implemented in different stages of its 
progress covering four districts of the state with sanction out lay of   Rs 7795.75 lakhs out of 
which Rs 3203.99 has been received so far.  

 
Further, three projects under IWMP has been sanctioned by the Government of India, 

Ministry of rural Development with an outlay of Rs 2100.00 Lakhs in the year 2009-2010 under 
the IWMP Programme with a Physical target  of 14000 Ha, and released Rs. 117.45 lakhs as first 
installments of Central Share.   

  
Furthermore, for the future plan, three projects of IWMP have been submitted to the 

Ministry for the year 2010-2011which is under process for approval and sanction. These projects 
covers a physical target of 14039 ha with a financial outlay of Rs 2105.85 lakhs. These schemes 
bears css:ss in the ratio of 90:10. 

 
Government of India has approved the prospective plan of IWMP projects submitted by 

us for treatment of 166 Micro-watershed covering an area of 1.63 lakh hectare covering all four 
districts which are not covered so far. The prospective plan has been prepared using GIS and 
remote sensing technology. The prospective plan covers the outlay upto 14th plan period. 
  
 The latest position of the status of IWDP/ Hariyali projects sanctioned so far to the 
state and utilization thereof as on 31.03.2010 is given in the table below. 
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